
Natural Disasters Clippings
These are newspaper articles about natural disasters such as floods, fires and blizzards in Douglas County, Colorado.

Need more information? Check

 The Douglas County News-Press     website (for 1999-present)
 Colorado's Historic Newspapers   (1881-1923)
 Colorado Newsstand (1989-present Denver Post, Rocky Mountain News. , Boulder Daily Camera, etc.) on the 

Douglas County Libraries' website.

If you would like more information on resources available in the DCHRC, or would like to volunteer to help with this 
project, call (303) 688-7730. 

Natural Disasters

Murphy, Dr. Jack A. "Colorado’s Natural Hazards." April 2002.

“County applies for fire, blizzard relief." Douglas County News-Press. May 28, 2003.

Blizzards

“When the City Turned White." Unknown. Undated.

"’Sugar Snow’ Sours." Unknown. Undated.

“Wonders sure will never cease.." Unknown. Undated.

“Snow six inches deep …." Castle Rock Journal. June 13, 1883. p. 3, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1883/06/13/024-CRJ-1883-06-13-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0003

“Rescue Party." Record Journal of Douglas County. December 12, 1913. p. 1, col. 5.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1913/12/12/024-TRJ-1913-12-12-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Hundreds Stranded as Gales Whip Colorado." Rocky Mountain News. March 24, 1957.

“Snowstorm Buries Elbert, Douglas Counties." Douglas County News. January 3, 1974.

Marr, Josephine Lowell. “The Storm of ‘46."(Turning Back the Leaves) Parker Press. December 12, 1975.

“Highway head says crew had rough Christmas in storm." Douglas County News-Press. January 5, 1983.

“Blocked in by 24-plus inches of snow." Douglas County News-Press. November 28, 1983.

“Stranded man whiles 24 hours away at Royal Petroleum." Douglas County News-Press. November 28, 1983.

“Snow buries DC; strands travelers, closes most everything." Douglas County News-Press. October 16, 1984.

“Stranded motorists toss snowballs for action." Douglas County News-Press. October 16, 1984.

“Blizzard." Weekly News Chronicle. October 29, 1997.

“Blizzard bring out the best in area residents." Trail. October 30, 1997.

“Heavy snow drains county cash." Douglas County News-Press. December 17, 1997.
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http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1883/06/13/024-CRJ-1883-06-13-001-SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0003
http://douglascountylibraries.org/Research/Magazines-%2526-Newspapers
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/news_press/front/


“Blizzard blasts area." Douglas County News-Press. March 18, 2003. 
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/03/19/front%20page/7415100.txt

“Spring blizzard hits area." Douglas County News-Press. March 19, 2003.

“Biggest local blizzard since 1913 damages and evacuates several business in Ranch." Douglas County News-
Press. March 27, 2003.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/03/27/front%20page/7517691.txt

“Emergency services cooperate during blizzard." Douglas County News-Press. March 27, 2003.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/03/27/import/7517772.txt

“Epic Snow, Epic Response to the Blizzard of 2003." Unknown. April 2003.

“Blizzard costs county $422,000." Douglas County News-Press. April 2, 2003. 
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/04/02/front%20page/7570400.txt

“FEMA helps Parker with blizzard costs." Douglas County News-Press. May 21, 2003.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/05/21/local%20news%20and%20features/8070017.txt

“Storm shuts county down." Douglas County News-Press. April 14, 2005.

“Forecasts help officials prepare." Douglas County News-Press. December 2006.

“Let it snow, let it snow." Douglas County News-Press. December 26, 2006.

“County crews out in force to clear streets." Douglas County News-Press. January 4, 2007.

“Snow removal melts more than $2 million from county coffers." Douglas County News-Press. January 11, 2007.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2007/01/12/front%20page/17706342.txt

“Slip-sliding Season Returns." Denver Post. March 1, 2007.

“Icy conditions spark pileups." Douglas County News-Press. March 9, 2007. 
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2007/03/09/front%20page/18061095.txt

“It’s official: Winter one of snowiest in years." Douglas County News-Press. June 7, 2007.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2007/06/07/front%20page/18443023.txt

“Officials hope to avoid snow woes of ’06 – 07." Douglas County News-Press. December 13, 2007.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2007/12/13/front%20page/19113231.txt

Earthquakes

“Quake surprises Front Range." Denver Post. December 26, 1994.

“Earthquake jolts Douglas County." Douglas County News-Press. December 28, 1994.

“Earthquake rocks the Rock." Weekly News Chronicle. December 29, 1994.

Plagues

“Farmers Wage War on Outbreak of Flying Hoppers." Record Journal of Douglas County. June 18, 1937. p. 1, col. 2.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1937/06/18/024-TRJ-1937-06-18-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001
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“One Thousand Farmers Start Fight on Grasshoppers." Record Journal of Douglas County. June 25, 1937. p. 1, col. 6.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1937/06/25/024-TRJ-1937-06-25-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

Thunderstorms

“8 Confirmed Deaths, 10 Persons Missing." Unknown. Undated.

“Lightning strikes local teen, home." Unknown. Undated.

“Killed By Lightning." Castle Rock Journal. July 5, 1901. p. 1, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1901/07/05/024-CRJ-1901-07-05-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Lightning at Parker." Castle Rock Journal. July 12, 1901. p. 4, col. 4.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1901/07/12/024-CRJ-1901-07-12-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0004

“Thunderstorms lash counties." Douglas County News-Press. August 2, 1978.

“Storms damage roads, fill streams." Douglas County News-Press. July 1, 1995.

“Eye for the storm." Douglas County News-Press. June 2, 1999.

“Ranch takes brunt of last week’s hail." Douglas County News-Press. May 25, 2000.

Tornadoes

“Six-Inch Rain, Flood Follow Tornado." Denver Post. Undated.

“Damage Runs Heavy on Douglas Farmland." Denver Post. Undated.

“Castle Rock Experiences Her First Genuine Cyclone." Castle Rock Journal. June 17, 1904. p. 1, col. 3.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1904/06/17/024-CRJ-1904-06-17-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Tornado in Lake Gulch." Record Journal of Douglas County. May 27, 1910. p. 4, col. 2.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1910/05/27/024-TRJ-1910-05-27-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0004

“Cyclone at Larkspur." Record Journal of Douglas County. August 9, 1912. p. 1, col. 7.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1912/08/09/024-TRJ-1912-08-09-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Rain, hail and cyclone visit Douglas County." Record Journal of Douglas County. August 8, 1913. p. 1, col. 5.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1913/08/08/024-TRJ-1913-08-08-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Cyclone Hits East Cherry, Does Considerable Damage." Record Journal of Douglas County. June 1, 1923. p. 1, col. 7.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1923/06/01/024-TRJ-1923-06-01-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“Cyclone Does Much Property Damage on Wednesday." Record Journal of Douglas County. May 28, 1937. p. 1, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1937/05/28/024-TRJ-1937-05-28-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

“Tornado Warning Last Thursday." Douglas County News. June 1965.
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“Twister hits Bell Mtn. area." Castle Rock Daily Star. June 16, 2004.

“Tornado tears roof off building." Douglas County News-Press. June 17, 2004.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2004/06/17/front%20page/11976890.txt

Floods

US Department of the Interior. “Floods in Colorado." 1948.

Colorado Water Conservation Board. "Colorado Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan." 1999.

1885

“The Flood on Friday." Castle Rock Journal. July 15, 1885. p. 3, col. 3
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/CRJ/1885/07/15/024-CRJ-1885-07-15-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0003

1912

“Worst Storm in Years Visits Country." Record Journal of Douglas County. July 19, 1912. p. 1, col. 7.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1912/07/19/024-TRJ-1912-07-19-001-
SINGLE.PDF#OLV0_Page_0001

“The 1912 Flood." Weekly News Chronicle. August 18, 1993.

1933

“Castlewood Dam is Washed Out by Cloudburst." Record Journal of Douglas County. August 4, 1933. p. 1, col.1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1933/08/04/024-TRJ-1933-08-04-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

“Flood Sufferers Hold Meeting at Parker, Tuesday." Record Journal of Douglas County. August 18, 1933. p. 1, col. 2.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1933/08/18/024-TRJ-1933-08-18-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

“The Flood – 1933." Unknown. September 21, 1972.

“The Flood." Rocky Mountain News. November 22, 1981.

Castlewood Canyon State Park. “The Night the Dam Gave Way." 1997.

1935

“1935 flood destroys crops, kills 6 in Elbert County." Unknown. Undated.

“Cherry Creek stages first flood of the season." Record Journal of Douglas County. May 24, 1935. p. 1, col. 2.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1935/05/24/024-TRJ-1935-05-24-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

“Elbert and Kiowa Washed Away in Thursday’s Flood." Record Journal of Douglas County. May 31, 1935. p. 1, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1935/05/31/024-TRJ-1935-05-31-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

“Many Douglas Co. Folks View Wreck of Neighbor Towns." Record Journal of Douglas County. June 7, 1935. p. 1, col. 6.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/TRJ/1935/06/07/024-TRJ-1935-06-07-001-
SINGLE.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001
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1965

“Flood Crest Doubled Record Mark of 1885." Unknown. Undated.

"Colorado Guard Units Operate On Two Fronts in Flood Areas." Unknown. Undated.

“Storm-Hit Residents Start Task." Unknown. Undated.

"Carson Copters Rescue 500 From Viaduct." Unknown. Undated.

“The Flood of ‘65." Unknown. Undated.

“The contrast between …" Unknown. Undated.

“Police Radio Tells Flood Tale." Denver Post. Undated.

“South Platte Torrent Deals Denver Worst Disaster." Denver Post. Undated.

“Relief Work Continues in Castle Rock Area." Rocky Mountain News. Undated.

Photos from 1965 flood. Denver Post. June 16, 1965.

“Closeup of the Flood Disaster." June 17, 1965.

“Truck Seen Vanishing Into Creek." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“He Lost Everything." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

"Palmer Lake – Castle Rock – Sedalia." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“Prompt Alarms Keep Toll Low." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“11 of 24 Platte Bridges Usable." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“Heckuva Way to Ruin a Railroad." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“11 of 24 Platte Bridges Usable." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“Washouts Strand Hundreds." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

“White House Alerted on Denver Flooding." Denver Post. June 17, 1965.

"State Road Loss Put at $3 Million." Denver Post. June 18, 1965.

“City of Denver Puts Loss at Above $8 Million." Denver Post. June 18, 1965.

“Discarded Playthings of a Powerful Flood." Rocky Mountain News. June 18, 1965. 

“Flood Sweeps Homes Away Near Littleton." Rocky Mountain News. June 18, 1965.

"South Platte’s Destructive Force." Rocky Mountain News. June 18, 1965. 

“Rivers Rage in Northeast Colorado." Denver Post. June 18, 1965. 



"’Flood Story’ in Record Run at the Bijou." Rocky Mountain News. June 19, 1965. 

“Mud, Water Triumph." Rocky Mountain News. June 19, 1965. 

“High Water Victims." Rocky Mountain News. June 19, 1965. 

“Business Loss to Top $25 Million." Denver Post.  June 20, 1965. 

“Washouts Strand Hundreds." Denver Post. June 24, 1965. 

“Floods Wed., Thur., June 16 – 17, 1965." Douglas County News. June 24, 1965. p. 1, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/DCN/1965/06/24/024-DCN-1965-06-24-001-SINGLE-
ORIGNAME_DCN-P_02_0231_9SPLIT.pdf#OLV0_Page_0001

"Sedalia’s Main Street ‘Vanishes’ in Torrent." Denver Post. June 24, 1965.

"Castle Rock." Douglas County News. June 24, 1965. p. 5, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/DCN/1965/06/24/024-DCN-1965-06-24-001-SINGLE-
ORIGNAME_DCN-P_02_0231_9SPLIT.pdf#OLV0_Page_0005

“West Plum Creek." Douglas County News. July 1, 1965. p. 20, col. 1.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/DCN/1965/07/01/024-DCN-1965-07-01-001-SINGLE-
ORIGNAME_DCN-P_02_0239_9SPLIT.pdf#OLV0_Page_0020

Photos Douglas County News. July 1, 1965. p. 8.
http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/Repository/DCN/1965/07/01/024-DCN-1965-07-01-001-SINGLE-
ORIGNAME_DCN-P_02_0239_9SPLIT.pdf#OLV0_Page_0008

“Where the flood was born."Empire Magazine. June 5, 1966.

“The grand opening …." Douglas County News. June 19, 1969.

“If, after dodging …." Douglas County News. June 19, 1969.

“Big Flood Was 10 Years Ago." Douglas County News. 1975.

“Flood of 1965 –." Town and Country Squire. June 17, 1977.

“The Night the South Platte Got Even." Colorado Heritage. 1997. 

”Library commemorates 38th anniversary of worst flood in Douglas County history." Douglas County News-Press. June 
2003.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2003/07/02/local%20news%20and%20features/9019855.txt

“Remembering historic ’65 flood."  Castle Rock Daily Star. June 16, 2004.

“The fury and the fears."The Denver Post. June 16, 2005.

1973

“This beautiful trickling mountain stream …." Douglas County News. May 10, 1973. 

“Storm Hard On Roads & Bridges." Douglas County News. May 10, 1973. 

“Deckers Area Evacuated." Douglas County News. May 10, 1973. 

"Jackson Creek Residents Isolated." Douglas County News. May 10, 1973. 
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“Twin Cedars." Douglas County News. May 17, 1973. 

1983

“A trickle from calm lake turns into raging river."  Douglas County News-Press. May 10, 1983. 

“Damage to Highway 67 from flooding set at $400,000." Douglas County News-Press. May 11, 1983. 

1998

“Torrents saturate the county."  Douglas County News-Press. August 5, 1998. 

2006

“County, state plan flood cleanup."  Douglas County News-Press. July 27, 2006. 

“Washed-out Colo. 67 may open before Oct. 31." Douglas County News-Press. October 12, 2006.
http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2006/10/12/local%20news%20and%20features/17319218.txt

http://coloradocommunitynewspapers.com/articles/2006/10/12/local%20news%20and%20features/17319218.txt

